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Sanctifying Every Moment

~29Vow Number Twenty-Three ™99

~29Playing Music ™99
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You break the vow called “playing music”, if out of frivolousness or

as a show or the like, you needlessly sound a drum or any other
instrument.
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If you just generally say to an ordained person, “play music, sing,”
that is a wrongdoing. But if you say to people, “Oh, friends, let us

make this offering to the Teacher,” and your intention is to make
an offering to the Buddhas, then this is not a wrongdoing.
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You break the vow called “dance” if because of a state of mind of
frivolousness or desire or the like, you want to dance. With those
motivations, if you even just move your eyebrow in preparation, you
have broken the vow.
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You break the vow called “song” if because of a state of mind of
either frivolousness or desire or the like, you want to start singing.
With these states of mind, if you simply screw up your throat to
begin to sing, you have broken this vow.
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You break the vow called “intoxicants”, if out of a desire to take
intoxicants — which means either artificially fermented grain alcohol,
naturally fermented wine, or anything of the like — you partake of it.
You have committed an additional wrongdoing with each swallow
you take.
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You break the vow called “covering the rice” if, even though you
have already received your share of food or drink, in order to get
more of that same thing, and in order to make the other monk think
you didn’t get any, you either want to cover, or you do cover the rice
with some other food, or the like.
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