: Diamond Mountain University
Depth Course 5: Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part II

Reading Two: No Unchanging Cause

The following translation is an exerpt from Master Kamalashila’s text on meditation.,
called Bhavana Krama, or The Steps of Meditation. Master Kamalashila wrote three such
books on meditation, all with the same title, the one we are using is the middle one. This
work can be found in Tibetan in the ACIP database, TD3915, folios 28 B-29A.
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From there, if we then proceed with a logical analysis, we can reach the meaning

of these texts without getting lost in the words. Thus it is essential to explore this
point through logic as well.
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So now we shall go through the logical proofs for this position.
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There are two possibilities: the beginning of any working thing is either
something that occurs without a cause, or something that occurs with a cause.
Now these things can’t occur without a cause, because we can see that they are
intermittant. And then why wouldn’t all of them be cropping up everywhere all
the time, just as they do when they start? Because if a thing wasn’t relying on a
cause, there could be no such distinctions.

AR RRUARNRRWRT Y q'&5'&1&\1’@'«'@&'@'&1:’@@:’&x'a\r:nwm1

o _ ha¥ (SR ha¥ .
SRS STEARNIg A1 ScHlqhlS ST a9 H{qG: | Wd dqidq
aNe N
FEgHl I: |
It would even be impossible for a working thing to occur when it does start, since
now there would be no distinction between that time and the time when it had

not yet started. So for the moment let us agree— it would be illogical for things
to occur without a cause.
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Yet neither can things arise by means of a cause. Let’s first examine the view of
the Tirthakas. They attribute everything to an unchanging cause such as God.
However, working things can’t start from this unchanging cause, because it is
obvious that they gradually evolve into existence. If all the causes for producing
the end result of a thing were already complete, it would be illogical for that
thing to grow up gradually, since there could be no later basis to rely on.

[Note: The word “Mutekpa” in Tibetan or “Tirthaka” in Sanskrit refers to those sects of
non-Buddhists who believed in an eternal, unchanging self.]
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Beings such as God, who are supposed to hold all power existent within
themselves, could not then depend upon other factors. For since they are
unchanging, any contribution from an outside factor is useless to them. And it
would be illogical for them to rely on something which cannot help them.
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Thus, beings like God are devoid of any ability to function, and so they are like
the child of a barren woman, or other such metaphors—completely without any
actual substance.
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And since the definition of a working thing is the ability to perform a function,
and these beings can’t produce anything at all, then it would also be completely
impossible for them to create anything gradually either. We’'ve gone through
this logic before.
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Nor could these working things grow all at once. Imagine a Being who has
instantaneously created all the end results in this way. They would also be able
to create these same things in just the same way from that point onward. And
then, since the nature of their power was continual, these results would keep
springing up just like before. And if that didn’t happen, then God would be
changing, since he would have lost a quality which he had possessed before.
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Thus, there is no kind of working thing which we can say is unchanging. And it
is for this very reason that the Conqueror spoke:
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O You of Great Intellect, it is like this: to believe that a thing such as empty
space, or cessations, or passing beyond grief is a working thing which was
not produced by anything is to attach yourself to a thing that does not
exist.
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The following translation is a selection from Je Tsongkapa’s middle-length text on the
Steps of the Path, entitled Lam Rim Dring, where he explains a quotation from the King
of Concentration Sutra. This Tibetan text can be found in the ACIP database, S5393,
folios 368A-368B. The King of Concentration Sutra itself is presently being input by
ACIP and has yet to receive a reference number; this passage can be found in chapter 7,
verse 5 in the Mithila Institute edition of the Sanskrit text.
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Which Sutras Are Literal?
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As it is stated in “The Chapter Taught by Neverending Wisdom”:
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Those sutras which we identify to be “literal” are any which take us
through the doors to liberation—emptiness, devoid of any characteristic,
that which is beyond wish, uncreated and unborn, with no beginning,

where there exists no being or creature or person, and where none is
master.
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This quotation is telling us that those sutras which teach the way of cutting off all
elaboration, such as the absence of a “self” or the fact that things don’t start, are
literal. And those which talk of a self and so forth are figurative. Thus, we must
realize that the lack of a “self,” or fact that things don’t start, and all the rest are
ultimate reality; and any kind of starting and so forth belongs to deceptive
reality.
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As it was stated in the sutra, King of Concentration:
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Figure out the mark of the literal sutras—
Emptiness, as it was taught to us
By Those Who've Gone to Bliss.
Figure out which ones are figurative—
All those works which talk of
A living being, or a person, or a man.
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The following verses are taken from a secret practice text which outlines the method for
reaching the Holy Angel of Diamond (VajraYogini), compiled by Pabongka Rinpoche.
This Tibetan text can be found in the ACIP database, S0046, folios 24B-25B.

Rt bt b b Rt

o S W 2 Y ot N o
B3R B ReR == gy
You are the flux of Very Mind and Emptiness...
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No matter how I seek my Lady of Realization,
I cannot find in You anything that is truly real...
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By the might of truth, save me.



