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Sacred Classics Translator Program - Fall Term, 2004

Homework, Class 7

1) What three letters of the Tibetan alphabet function as head letters?

2) Which columns (and rows) of letters do these head letters attach to? What is the
respective effect on the pronunciation of the letters of each column?

3) Write the following in Tibetan script; RKA; SGA; LNGA.

4) In his Overview of the Middle Way, Kedrup Tenpa Dargye states that if we have any
mind at all then we must go for shelter to the Buddha from the hopelessness and terror of
cyclic existence, and come to stay in His teachings. What is the real meaning of taking
shelter here?



5) He then says that the teaching into which we should enter and stay can be divided into
the ‘physical teachings’ and ‘the teachings in the form of realizations’. Of the former,
why does Kedrup Tenpa Dargye write that the perfection of wisdom sutras are the highest
and most exalted?

6) What poetic phrase does Kedrup Tenpa Dargye use for the ‘profound object’? (In
either Tibetan or English.)

7) The approach of which great master does Kedrup Tenpa Dargye follow in order to set
forth a comprehensive treatment of emptiness? Also give the two specific methods used
by this ‘Savior’ to establish the meaning of emptiness.

8) What are the two works (or collections of works) composed by this Savior to present
these two methods for establishing the meaning of emptiness?



