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*1.  What is the 5th Vow for a novice monk or nun?  What is its literal translation? 
(Tibetan Track:  Name the vow in Tibetan) 
 
Stealing:  Taking what has not been given. 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*2.  What are the six aspects of the object that you steal?  (Tibetan Track:  Give the 
Tibetan for power, authority.) 
 
a) The thing that you steal belongs to a human other than yourself. 
b) It is not common property. 
c)  It has value to both of you.  
d) The person considers it theirs:  They own it.  They have authority over it. 
e)  It should not be food which has been cooked. 
f) It should not be an inferior substance, which means it should not be some 
kind of  thing which was  left in a burial ground and was picked up by some 
low caste person (e.g. a butcher). 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3.  Explain the idea of Cultural Context with regard to stealing.  (Tibetan Track:  
Give the Tibetan for the relevant verse from the reading.) 
 
Value  is  a  relative  term.    With  stealing,  for  example,  the  object  must  have 
value within your cultural context.  In a land with no trees, wood is extremely 
valuable.  In a stony land, the earth itself is a precious thing.  The traditional 
unit of value is one hundredth of a tola of gold. 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4.  What does “recognition” mean with regard to stealing?  (Tibetan track:  give 
the Tibetan for “general and specific”.) 
 
You recognize this object  in both general and specific  terms:   Generally, you 
recognize  it  for  what  it  is  and  specifically,  you  recognize  that  it  does  not 
belong to you (i.e., it does belong to someone else.). And you recognize that it 
have value.    
Or you could say, generally you recognize  that  it has value, and specifically, 
you recognize it as belonging to someone else. 
You have an unmistaken recognition that this object is not yours. 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*5.   Explain the elements of motivation, undertaking and completion for the act 
of stealing.  (Tibetan Track:  give the Tibetan for “owning the act” [completion].) 
 
Motivation/intention: You want to take it and use it for your own upkeep.  You 
have  a  sustained  desire  to  remove  it  from  someone  else’s  possession 
permanently. 
Undertaking: You yourself, or someone that you appoint, set out  to steal this 
object.   
Completion: You are  in possession of  this object,  and you  think  to yourself:  
“This is mine.”  You own the act. 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